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The falle to the Reader. 


5 One can Live within a viſible Church, Conſcionably; unleſs a 
. 1 he be ſatisfied, in ſome meaſure, about its Government. 8 
For that concerns his daily cosducł. . — + 11 
Hence, it muſt be ſuppoſed, that a point of ſuch univerſal - 
Uſe, muſt be very clearly diſcernible, even by common Capaci- i 
ties. Since the Goſpel, whereof Government is the Fence, - 
ſtands directed to the Poor and fooliſh in the World. 4 
Whence, it cannot depend upon nice Inquiries, either into 10 
Criticiſms of Seriptore, abſtract Notions of ree/ov, or the Maze Ma 
of Antiquitie: whereof moi have not the means. And yet the | 
Goodneſs and Wiſdom of GOD has not, certainly, lett them 4 
( r ) For indete minable. (1) | h 
the Bond of | | 8 
Church Communion, muſt be ſomething common to ſtrong and weak Chriſtians: as Auguſtin ſayeth, R 
( Epi. 57. ) of the Rule ef Faith, that it is Pufilillis maguiſque communis, This muſt certainly be plain tl 
Scriptures ( which is the beſt and ſureſt Antiquity ) compared rogether by clear Reaſon. But 
when we follow the Scent of the Game into the wood of other Antiquity, it will be eaſier to a 
loſe our ſelves, than to find that which we are upon the perſute of. Ves, the making Tradition M 
the Rule, even of Interpreting Scriptures ; is to bend the Rule to the crooked Stick, and to make n 
the Judge ſtand to the Opinion of his Lacquey, &. ( which was evident in the Jew: Tradition- 
ary Gloſſes on their Law, and the Heathens perverſion of the Precepts of Noah ) Stilling, Iren. tl 
P.2. c, and tho he aſſert this for proving Indifferency ; yet others having evinced irrefragably F 
that CHRIST has left þ Government of Hig own Iuſſitutin: The Aſſertion holds, 2s to the 
expiſtation of the F thereof. (See Jus Divis. Reg, Eccleſ. and RuloAnſ. to Stil.) ag to which 0; 
Suk (v- 2. c. 3. )- Eeerncegly proven chat Ansiquity is not certain, nor Was it uniform; yea 12 
the Records chaxeof partial; and Counter ceſtimonies, contradictory, Cc. 1 
This hath put Thoughtful Men of different ſtations, on ſe- ſy 
vergl expiſcations of an eaſie medium of peace, wherein all might p 
agree. Particularly, 1. Some make the Church Government 1 
indifferent; and the Determination thereof to depend on tle n 
State. But its hard to think, that the Good and wile Inſtituter of b 
Churches into Societies, ſhould leave theſe without a Govern- 4 
5 ment of their own, by which they might ub ſiſt under Heathen, 11 
„ Mahumeran, Antichriſtian, or pratane, Rulers. 2. Others F 
ES putting the Caſe of this Governments being eif/ab/iſhed by Civil 
„ or Eccleſiaſtical Authotitie, agaiz/t the Scriptural Rule (whether 8 
(2) Thus that be Parity; or Imparity ) aſſert ; Mens obligation to : 
much at leaſt l r : 
appears. to he dc guieſcence: ( 2 mainlie becauſe the er intereſt cedes to t 
f the main de- 3 : ES . 
1 Gen of Gratius de Imperio, &c. Circa Saoro, Stilling : and others, in their Elabey at diſquifition:, illuſtrated, : 
b AedizF i. by the Precepts Wii Pividiep and Seendul, and concerning the Reſtraint of Chriſti- | pd 
|; an Liberty for 2 greater publiet Go: and the practice of the Apoſtles rowards the Jewiſh Church, f 
|. which tho nullified de jure, yet till that was premulgat, they joyned in its Worſhip. And the Fathers t 
1 give a Rule, that as to Circumſtantials, differing in ſeveral places; complyance in each, is alſe far G 
: neceſſary as it can be witheur =, &c, Tho feill, there is a great Difference betwixt the Duty of 
Mp te Subjeds, while a Conſtitution ſtands ; and of publick Officers, who have a legal Power to 
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the greater Dsties of Unity and peace; when the very Terms 
of Communion are not ſinſul. Which tho it may determine 
Submiſſion, yet does not direct choiſe, as to Acts falling legally 
ina Man's power. And therefore, 3. The Writer of this Let- 
ter propoſes an obvious Idea, that extricats the matter ſo far, 
as thereby any perſon can by Divine Law, eaſily determine his 
option when he can have it; or his reſp«F, when that cannot 
obtain. Namely that, parity, as the rule, is to be choſen when 
it can be had; th6 the exception of Iuparitie is likeways war- 
rantable in its habile cale. ; 

The following Diſcourſe attempts, to ſet in Light, prove, 
and apply, this Poſition, in a manner, that may be convincing- 
ly palpable to al (3) who have a common Underſtanding of q ( 3) dy 
Reaſon and Scripture z and ſo much antiquitie, as to know that z Ani 
there were Perſecutions in the Firſt Three Centuries of Chriſt is that 10 with- 
anity, 2 the Reader be not diverted by prejudice; triesbe uin. 
which being the Tellomi j aundice of the Soul, permits it to ſee dings of de. 
nothing in proper colours. For obviating which general plague, — 3 
the Author has endeavoured to uſe ſeveral Caalions: particu- may appear 
larly, to Reaſon, moſtly, from what is owned by the moderat — wo 
opponent. Nor makes be any Stricture on the Actor's in the ſiderstions. 


2 | : ich t puts 
late paperwar; for that were to croſs the preſent projet, which 2 


is to Cement, and not widen. Neither runs he out upon An- to the Truth. .. 


ſwers to particular objetions, and paſſages; his deſign being to :, It ſorifes 
propoſe one eaſie Catholicon ¶ fons ſolutionum ) for all theſe 8 
Diſeaſes, which whoever is widiing, can apply. And he would tion of their 
not permit me to publiſh this Eſſay ſcorer : becauſe Men judge 1 Church. 


beſt in cold Blood; and condeſcention appears natural, alſe well 1 


as gemerons, when it remains, after Advantages; whereas under * = 
inſtant Menzces, it might have been conſtrued Cowardice or Diſfent from 


: the Eſtabli · 
denn fhed Govern- 
: : | ment. 4. Ic 

ives account how, without altering Judgement, or Scandal, a. Man may own Imparity in one 
hurch, and Parity in another. 5. Thus the Writings Antient and Modern, in relation to Epil- 
copacic and Presbytery, may in great meaſure, be Reconciled; without ſo much irritation on 
the point of Hur. Hence 6. It advances Peace at Home, and prevents jealeufier from Abroad : 
when nothing is advanced nconſiftent with, or vielative of, other Conſtitutions, And 5. Notwith- 
ſtanding ef this Difference of the Cloathing, there is ſtill Unity of the Body of the Proteſtant Churches: 
For the Bend of that, is One LORD, one Faith, one Baptiſm, one Charity, which are plain things 
common to ſtrong and weak Chriſtians, and praF:iſable unifermiy; tho Diffirew Circuwfances, di- 
ſtinguiſh their Eceleſiaſtick Governments. Yet 8. As this Thought makes other Conſtitutions 
compatible with ours; So it does not Condemn Diſſinters elſewhere, ſince they may have other 
Grounds, than that here propugned. 
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ference betwixt Churches, agreeing in ſabſtantial-; upon this 

Circumſtantial of Government: is what ſchneſs proves to a 

Body, or fire in a Building: fo, more particularly at the preſent 

jundure, the common Exemies watch to enter at the Breach, to 

the Capture of both parties, their Civil and Sacred Liberties: 

an attempt to reconcile them is, certainly ſeaſonable. Which, if 

the Writer hath ſuggeſted, to be improven by clearer Heads and 

politer hands of the Moderat and Wiſe on both ſides; I know 

* * You he does not value the 7gzorant zelots, or diſingenuous Pam- 

w 22 phletteers, on either: It being the common fate of a Chari- 

roknow; who tie that runs to part a Fray, to be ſtruck, (being commonly in 
is it, in this the midſt » by both, 77 ue h. | 8 


Party. age, has 

the courage Z 

to be ſo far indifferent. But an Anſwer hereunto, imperts not; becauſe you ought to weigh 
the thing; without partiality on perſonal Reſpects. Eſpecially, when he is ſuch> as would ever 
have been Dumb, were it not that the Safety of a Parent has untyed his natural Bonds of 


Silence. However, you may readily by the Moderation of the Letter its ſelf, gueſs from what 


Principles it does proceed. For ( abſtraQting ſome excentrick Perſent, and peculiar Circumſtan- 
ces of Unhappy times; which want not Paralels in all Profeſſions ) the True Presbyterians are 
the moſt, regularly, Moderate, of any Party that pretends to Religion. Since, even upon I fr 
Points 3 the Papiſts do rage with Fire and Faggot; Lutherans in many places, are Lamentably 
Severe; Epiſcopal Men, in former times, have Perſecute to Rigidity 3 - dependents will not 
' Commnnicat with others. nor Anxabaptiſis and Quakers own any for Members of the True 
Church, except themſelves, & Whereas ſound Prerbyterians are a Reverſe to all this; and lay 
out all their Zeal, mainly, upon Fundamentals of Doctrine and Workkip,& againſt unqueſtionable 
Immotalities in manner,; with due care of Government as being the Hedge thereof It will be 
in vain (and a ſure Indication of one of the foreſaid two ſorts of Miſrrepreſenters ) to obje& 
Tome Shreds of Inſtances, more Antient or Modern, againſt the purport hereof, For you'| ſee 
an Anſwer hinted th ereunto, in the end of this Letter : particularly, you ought to diſtinguiſh 
betwixt the Principles and practices of both ſides. As alſo, in Principles; betwixt theſe of part ĩcular 
Men, and theſe Authoritatively owned by the Church. And likewiſe, even in practices; you'l 
difference ſuch as are True, but the reſult of ſengular Circumſtances; from ſuch as, tho boldly 
aſſerted by ſome of the other fide, yet are either falſe or diſguiſed; or were Abuſes corrected or 
corrigible by Superiour Powers. Hewever (by the by) Men may eaſily Determine themſelves 
by common clear Rules, without ſticking at the mertamties of Right or Fact herein. For ver 
| great Errours and faults, ſeparable from the Authentick Principles, both of the Jewiſh Church, and 
of the Chriſtion Churches to which the Epiſtles are direQed ; not requiring Homologation of what 
was wrong ( as Popery, and ſome other Communiens do) did not warrant Shiſmatical Seceſſion 
of their Members, from joynivg in what was truly right or geed. For ſo far did hold the Maxim 
that utile per inutile non vitiatur : all being bound to keep the Unity of the Spirit in the Bond of 
Peace, to the ne plus ultra of ſm. And in this view, there may be, perhaps, occaſional Communion 
with a Society in ſuch Act, as the Party judges tolerably Rigbt; tho he cannot ſtatealy participat 
with it, as involving him in other hinge which, he's convinced, are wrong, &c. 
| | SIR, 
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N Debates about Religious Matters, there are two ways of 
[| Reaſoning; for determining one's ſelf, or convincing ethers, 
The fr, and only ſure, Method (as not depending on eubi- 
ous Fact, which Antiquity reſolves into) is from the proper The R 
Light of S:ripture; And Reaſon, with a due Subordination. The ga, for 77. 
ether, tho not ſo ſafe in its ſelf; yer, frequently, more Perſweſive; guing, on this 
is, to argue for the Truth ex cenceſſit, from the Opponent's un Subject, in 
princitles; At leaſt, ſuppoſing the Facts on which he builds them, 22 
Since, when theſe come to be diſtinctly explicate and applyed; the 
Controverſie betwixt Ingenuous Men, often dwindles into netbing. 
Eſpecially if this be done with ſuch Difcretion, as rather to Recon- 
cile, than to reflect on, the Partie's former Judgement; much leſs 
on approven Practice and Writings, of otber Ages and Nations. 
Which hath put me on the thought that it's not impoſſible for 
me to clear to you the Grounds of your own Opinion about Church- 
Government, in ſuch manner as that, without prejudice to your 
reſpec for Epiſcopacie Ancient or Modern el/e-where, you may be 
for Presbytry in Scotland. And that, not ſolely from the Political 
Incereſt of the Nation ; or on the Head, chat any particular Form 
may be indifſerenc; but even in regard of its being of Divine Rigbt, 
in the Caſe that now exiſts with us. In order whereunto I need 
only to give conciſe hint, to a perſon of your Penetration; whoſe 
Caution will alſo, no doubt, forbear an ultimat Judgement, till 
you have conſidered the whole together, that I adduce for aſtructing 
the Scheme propoſed ; which tends, ſhortly, to this. : 
Paritie is the Rule: But Imparitie, the Exception; In ſpecial Cir- Re: * 
cumſtances: Particularly in Neceſſity, found to be fo by the intendzd t 


Church. | ve cleared, in 
Thoſe neceſſary Circumſtances which were or are the Rea/on of 9 
courſe, 


Juſtifiable Imparitie, either of Old, or elſe- where at preſent; do 
0 1 : 7 Method. 
not, now, obtain with us in Scotland. 3 1 
And therefore, of Divine Right, we retain the Rule cf Paritie: Provincia A» 
Leaving the Judgement (when, how long, in what manner, C&C bundetin ſen- 


iti | 1 ſu ſuo, & pre- 
Imparitie was, or is) of neceſſity for other Churches, to themſelves; cep mad 


as ſuch 1 0 : : : ruin, leges A- 
By Paritie, I mean not to exclude Subordination of Judicatures ; poſtolicas, ar- 


neither, in them, Precedencie _ Senioritie; nor Preſidencie, 5 9 
, l by . . 6 
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r 1 
by Election: (Theſe being clear by natural Light, illuſtrat in 2 


Scripture) but only a Superiority of Power (commonly called, pe 
. Or dir and Furiſdictiun) in one Presbyter above ethers: Which is againſt de 
Z the Rule; However it may,frequently, come under the Exception, for 
The Method which I ſhall follow for proving my Poſition, is, 4 
in the fr# place, to give a compendious Hiſtorical Progreſs of * 
both Governments, by which the thing will become, at leaſt, very * 
probable: And, in the next place, more clotsly, to give the Rea- ah 
: ſons both for Rule and Exception, and how they can be reconciled en 
and applyed. In all which I ſhall rake moſt of the Materials, from 
ſeveral of the Pad which your ſelf pleads, or acknowledges; Or. of 
what is fairly deducible therefrom. - | — 
1 | = | — th 
4. to the firſt of theſe Heads. © 
Ide hore Originally, from Adam, downwards; The Fathers of Families, — 
view of the who became ſuch by Emancipation, or For is. familiation, from the otl 
Hefterie of Stock (as they diſperſed to People the Earth, in new Seats} were — 
both 2 not only Kings, but likeways Prieſfs, each in his own Family; as = 
in, wharſome to the publick Worſhip, and Eecleſiaſtick Government thereof. w 
ay COnfras [ 
_ and or be fatisfied by the Reference: on the Magin; will appear not deciſive, to any bu 
5 A gael; whom, what remains undoubted, may fatisfic, on the Grounds hereafcer - 
23UgEUCEE. 
| So here was .a Parity betwixt theſe Collateral Heads of thofe * 2 
Thus, even little *c. Governments. And, even when many Families might be fel 
ee in Civil Svbjection to a Superiour Secular Authority; There is no | ex 
(when per. Veltige of the Ecclefiaſtick Power #4. of any ſiagle Prieſt over mote Bn 
2 ſeparat, tho Prieſts, MH that Interval. | | La 
ſometimes ſu- ; | 
- e Family) are found to exerce the Sacerdotal Rights. So Abell, Sem, Abraham, Iſaac, 
acoo, C. 
a 14. Thus, Heads of Families, who ſacrificed, appear in no SubjcQion to the Primogeniture of — 
Reuben before the Aaronreal In ſtitut ion (as it does not appear that Melchiſedec or Job, had other | 
Prieſts as ſuch, under their Jutiſdi&ion) Exod: 24. 5. compared with Numb; 3. 41. Ib. D. D. cv 
-which is fortificd by the Negative, which proves its ſelf. | py 
By Moſess Economy, the Patriarchal Right of Prieft- hood was a 
transferred on one Tribe. In which, the Superiority of the High ti 
Prieſt being laid aſide, as confeſſedly Typical of the Mefliah (be- 
ſides that the High- Prieſt was ſubject to the mixt Judicature of the 2 
Sanbedrim, which ruled in Paritie) all that remains having the w! 
l Characters of Moral therein; imports an equality, as far as is neceſ- =: 
| fary to the preſent Diſquiſition. For ( belides that there were B. 
fie. 4s 13 & Rulers, apyioviayeyn (in the Plural Number) in one Synagogue, ſſe. the = 
i = : 3 Prieſts had no Superiority of Power (however they were diftingui- or 
| in * Writers ſhed into Courſes for Order) among themſelves : And the Levires aſ- ce: 
N relac> that liſting them in an inferior Sphere: Their Princes were only primi BY 
7 Fe 7 


— ian 


| EY 
in ordine in Eccleſiaſticals; Tho they had alſo a Civil /. Right by len were 
being the firſt-born of their Families. To which are paralel, un- Aeceſſary for 
der the New Teſtament; Biſh-ps (being the ſame with Presbyrers) - 
ſucceeding to Priefs: And, in Subordinacion to them, Ræing El ruled it in 
ders and Deacons; who came in place of the Levits. And in lieu Paritie. They 


of the Hereditarie Precedencie or Preſidencie among the Prieſts and 2 S.--gg 


Levits; was ſurrogat an Equivalent of a Preſes by Age or Election 5 they were or- 
more adapted to the Impompous and Incompulſative Goſpel conſti- dain'd by im- 
tution , 5 poſition of 

f Hands, at leaſt 
of three: They read the Scriptures, Expounded, Prayed, Praiſed, Excommunicat, & What 
Eminencie one of th:*m had beyond others, was only in Latrer Ages, and of no more Power than 
the Prefident of the Sanbearim, or Princeps Senatus at Rome (tor there were ſeveral Archiſinagogi in 
the ſame Synzgogue) which Model of Government ſeems (as the moſt Moral of the Jewiſh 
Conſtitution) tranſplanted with what Corrections ſeemed requiſit, to the Chriſtian Soil; as its 


| ſelf was derived from the Schools of the Pophets. Thus communi Presbyterorum Concilio, Eecle- 
fie Gubernab aut ur Hier: in Tit, 1. In Eccl:ſia Secunaa. primitiva, ceperunt diftingui nemina & officia (E- 


piſcopi Prevbiteri) Gliſſe in giſt 95. jar: canon: &c. As our Saviour and his Apoſtles adopted many 
other Ulages of the Jews, good on the matter, and apt to induce them. Such 2s Baptiſm, the 


 Paſt-cenium, LORD's Prayer, 6 Yer ſeing the Synagegue did alſo ordain their Presbyrers 


to Civil places in their Senhedrims (which was am xt Government ) it was requiſite that Name 
fhould be qualified by ſome other Word, to a Senſe proper to the Goſpel, where Presb ters 
were to have only Spiritual Superuiſin, and not Civil Authority by Conſtraint: Which is the 
Original of Ep:ſcopws, importing more Duty than Honour: And not a, Title above Prebyters, 
but rather uſed by way of Dimmnution, from what a Presbyter was under the Synagogue. So that 
a Miniſters Ruling Power is as it were a Middle betwixt a ſimple In/pefor, and a Senator or 
Alderman, Still ng: p. 2. c. 6. (i. e.) Eccl.ſiaſtical, yet Authoritative. 

J. For the Tribe ef Levi was not ſubordinate to the others; with whom, tho' they were In- 
termixt in feurty eight Cities, yet they preſerved their own Civil Government among theme 
ſelves, like the reſt: Nothing being peculiar to them as employed in the Service of GOD, 
except the Superiority of the Priefts over the Levits, and the Super-:+minzent Power of the High- 
Prieſt, Stil: Ir: p. 2. c. 3 $. 3, 4+ In word, theſe who were chief befere the Inſtitution of the 


Aaronical - Prie flhooa, continucd ſo, after; 5. e. Ir did not take away their civil Priviledges: 


For the Jewiſh Diſpenſation being at an end, the Primegenial 


Ribs fell back on, or rather, Jure Poſtliminii, revived in, the Fathers of | 


Families |]. But (putting together the Records of the NeWTeſtament) Thus there 
two things appear to have ſeemed expedient to our All wiſe LORD. 8 — — 
The fr, for making theſe Fathers of Families Chriſtians, and af ;; raven fi wi 
ſociating them as ſuch ; whereby they might be capacitate to ex jr rain, 


erce aright their Powers: There was a Reyal Ex'raordinary Delega Miniftri, Vane - 
tion to Apoltles g. and Evangeliſts, &c. immeadiaily and perſenally 2 25 ä 


private Families, Rom: 16. 5. Phil: v. 2. 1 Cor: 16. 19. Col: 4. 15. : a 

7 Thus tho theſe had a Superiority of Order and ur iſd & ion, by an Act of Chriſt: Vet it fell 
with themſelves, unleſs it were proven that it was hi, Inter tion(tieie being no expreſs Law about 
it) that this Superiority ſhould continue in their Sueceſſors, he Negative whereof proves its ſelf; 
Eſpeeially where the Reaſons for ſuch an Extraordinary, Power (whither the Capacity of the 
Perſons, or neceflity of things) ceaſed, when Iaſpiration was (ordinarly) no more, and the 
Church came to be conſtitute. Whereof this (among other things) is an Evidence that not 
only Jerom, bur likeways Ignatius; ſays, That Precbyters are Loco Ape ſtolorum, Apoſtolice gra dui ſuc · 
cedunt, 88 ToTFoy Guat ps Tor Amer Aw7, Stil: p. 2. c 6 Ordinaric Adminiſtration being all that 
in which they had Succeſſors: For this is proven by Scripture, whereas what is over, its not bo. 


ing tranſmitted, proves its ſelf as aforcſaid, V. infra. 
| 8 | named. 
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| . | 
-named, and miraculouſly qualifed, for teaching all Nations, and 


by which 2hey ſpeak, in theſe things, to the end of the World. Ac- 
cording whereunto, the ſecond is; That Fathers of Families being 
thus Fitted, ſhould elect Biſhops or Presbyters ( Chyrotonia) who 
might be ordained by the Presbytris (Chyrotbeſis or) by Impoſition 
of Hands. As the ſcattered Rayes of the great Hemiſphere of Light 
at the firſt Creation, were ſwallowed up in the Bodies of particular 
Luminaries, Without prejudice of extraordinary Conſtitutions. 
But among Paſtors thus conſtitute, there is f no warrand for Imparitie of 
tThis, tho Pqwer. Conform whereunto, there was, in the Catholiek chureb, 
only aſſerted pile its Reſtraints by civil Powers, were leſs; No Superioritie or 


N w EL diſtinction of a Biſhop above a Preshyter, till about an | hundred 


tively, Poſi- years after. CHRIST, (when Perſecution obſtructed the Practica- 


tively, and bility of Paritie, in manner after explained) and in particular 
3 Churches, we in Scotland had no ſuch Biſhops . two hundred 
poſibility, of years after Chriſtianiry among us; Nor the Cothick Churches for a- 
the contrary, bout ſeventy years. Tho, ſtill, the elde Paſtor muſt have pre- 
_ 1 ceeded ti. the younger: And no doubt, alſo preſided in their Meet- 
JEN gung ings, whether Parochial, Presbyterial, or Synodalz fo long as 
the Obje&i- thoſe conſtitute by them, who in Primitive Chriſtianity, had the 
ons remo- diſcerning of Spirits (which could not miſtake Aptitude) lived. But 
ved; in the when theſe whoſe Fitneſs was diſcovered by that extraordinary 
—_— Gift, failed, and the Elder became to be leſs fi; . Decencie,Order, 
Tr. and Edification, required that they ſhould choiſe a Preſes by 
Sed Pres- Election. | 
. ſo- 

UMMOGO »» = 

ritum, ſe- 

quentes Eccleſiæ primitive. Forden: Scot: Chron: lib: 3. cap: 8. Sine Epiſcopis, in fide eru- 


- 


diti : M:jor de Geſt: Scot: lib: 2. cap: 2. abcut the year 263. 


Ti. Thus among the Apoſtles rhemſelves, Jerem (lib: 1. Fovin:) ſays of Peter, Ætati delatum 
quis Petrus ſenior fuit. And Brza, De Min: Grad: cap: 23. That, ut in Pretbiteris qu ſpiam & loco & dige 
nitate primus action gubernandæ precſſit ; tn Dei, ordinatione perpetus. neceſſe fuitr, eſt, & erit. | 

ik. Ambroſe (or rather Hilary) in Epheſ 4, Primum, Pre: bitri, Epiſcopi, appeilabantur ; ut 
recedente uno ſequens ei ſuccederet ; ſed quia ceperunt ſequentes Presbiteri indigni inveniri 
ad primatus tenendos, immutata eſt ratio — ut non oide ſed Meritum crearet 
Epiſcopum, Cc. 


Vea, further, in the ſecond Century, the Church proceeded to give 
ſome rea Powers beyond Preſidency, te one Presbyter over others. 
: For when Perſecution came to be hot and general; and the Roman 
| | Z 3 Law 


planting .Churches among them : And for leaving a written Rule 


(for increaſing t 


| EEE = | 
Law did barr the Meetings of Paſtors for Ordinations, Diſcipline? 
and Government, as ſeditious Conventicles; One * L, was Elected (L.) That 


to Overſee, both the fit Oportunity of Calling the Reſt ; and Executing Neceſiiy was 


their Decrees when ſeparated : themſelves not daring to Conveen he oo 


in a Body, and publick Appearance, ſo frequently as the Exigences nher 


of the Church did require: and thence this Vatch. man, as it were, of Power, or 
came to be called Epiſcepus ( ab Eten, ſupervideo ) per Indurance of 
eminentiam. Which neceſſity, ariſing from the Laws being againſt it ) to the 
them; did indeed, ceaſe in Cenſtantin's time, betwixt the 3d and Eecleſiaſtical 
4th Centuries. But then, there Succeeded another Neceſry; name- ectings ; 
ly, the general infection ef Arianiſm ( that ſtruck at the Vital under the 
of Chriſtianity) which made it abſolutely zeedful, that the Ortho- — 
Jox Biſhops who ſurvived the Perſecutions, ſhould continue for hos. whkh 
Purging and ſettling the Church. Before which was done, ill imported 
regulated affluence, through the 4th and 57 Centuries, ſo excited % before. 


: * : being at 
af:Gation ; that as the firft Minifter from having no more than a 
= of Dignity, came to get diſtinguiſhing Authorities of a Biſbop; 5 . 
So (after that Neceſſity might have terminat) by inſenſible De- and ehereaf- 


grees, the firſt Biſhop grew a Metropolitan; and the firſt Metropo- — _ 


litan increaſed to a Patriarch; and the firſt Patriarch ſwelled to a Jr 
Pope:in adaptation co the Givil Conſtitution of the Roman Monarchy. Authority ) 
After the Commencement of which degeneracie, precedents are of is to be di- 


no value; as having deſerted the Purity, not only of the ff, but 2 Shove 


likewikewiſe of the 24 Stage of Primitive Antiquity. the viſible 
a a a Poll ſtar to di- 
rect our Courſe in finding out the true Material Original of this Change. Ir is Kr from 
che Thing it ſelf, that Perſecuters their Executing the Law, hindere fated Meetings of Pa- 
ſtots; eſpecially Synedsl Conventions. For as congregational Aſſemblies were in the Ngbt, or early 
( conventus ante lucani, whence Chriſtians were called Latibroſe et Luci · fugaꝶ natio) and in Gretts, 
or Yaults under Ground, for not being taken notice of: or in the Dormitories of the Martyr's, 
the Heathens thinking it a matter of Religion, Manes remerar Sepultos : 4 majori, theſe Enemies 


1 more watchful againſt ¶ emblies of Miniſters ( whence they made Edicts, ut nulla conciliebye 


ant : which appears out of Plini, Tertul. and others, cited in Seil. P. 2. c. 7.) becarſe 
4 * was op — of choſe from ſeveral places, to concert what they 2 — diſſe- 
minar 3 ſuch a Correlpondence connected and keeped up the Body, by admitting new Pafors 
toit, and Expelling the unworthy from it: As alſo, by diſcuſſing Matters ( immediarely, or 
by Apeal that might occaſion Scandal in it, or procure the Diſſolution of it. Ina word, the 
more Good that ſuch Judicatures might promove in the Chureh, the more intent were its De- 
ſtroyeis in obſtructing thereof. Thus the Uſurper Cromvel, with us, who Toletat Preachings 
and Presbytries ; ſent Mmblies, a. packing; and the French Government ſtoped all publick 
Meetings of Miniſtert, for ſome time before they wholly ſhut up private Churches. N-w, in. 
this fate, Preachers wanting a regular continued Inſpection of ſtated Judicatures over them; did 
| o ba 
Con —— = Schiſm : ſo far thar, (on pretence of the Example of the Synagegue where at 
firſt, every Rabbi ordained his own Diſciples ) each Presbyter and Prebyters did ordain md'ff:rently,” 
705 heir own 1 * Reſel. e Imp. & Pap. p. 4. C. 18. ar it ne- 
: illrict, as the ociat according ts conveniency, eſpecially as being under 
cet he dition! ſhou!d choiſe one Presbyter, who was chought'moft * 4 5 


together, like 
the Reſt together, 11 — 


Preſident of 


d extraordinary Gifts of the Holy Choſt were out) fall into many diſ- 


t moſt fir; not only to Call 
1 Watchmas the —_ ; when neceſſity required: it not being practi- 


1 
—2— 
* — 1 
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cable that all the Minifers of that Territory ſhould have ſtated Meetings (for the Perſecutors 
would wait theſe Dyets to catch them all at once) but like ways, te execute their Cannons of 
Diſcipline, (made when they could get together] both agaiuſt Malverſant Paſtors, and ſcans 
dslous private Men; (when the Canſclium eccleſæ durſt not meet to do the ſame ) with concur- 
rence of ſuch as he could have at band; yea, perhaps alſo, upon the ſame occaſion, and in the 
ſame manner, to Ordain Paffert, and ſend theſe Labouters our to the deficient Work. And 
one Territory following anothers Example, at length, tote orbe decretum eſt, to do the like, Thus 
not only Jerem. (Dial. ad Lucif. ) Teſtifies that the Exſors poteſtas of Biſhops was Neceſſary, be- 
cauſe without it, Tv: ſeh:ſmata quot Sacerdores: And tho in the beginning Presbyters and Biſhops 
were all ene, yet ( Hier. adv. Lucil.) quod autem poſſes wnus eleFus eſt qui ceteris PYeponeretur, in 
ahiſmatic remedium factum oft, nt unus quiſque ad ſe traben, Chriſti eccleſam rumpcret: but likeways, 
Epiph. c. Atrium her. 75. ( cited by Stil.p, 2. c. 6.) ſays, the Apoſtie writes to B ſhips and Deacons, 

— For by Preibyters and Deacons all Eccleſiaſtical Affairs might be perfarmed, tut where nueſſi:y 
required a Biſhop, and there were ſowse found fir for that Office; there ſome were Ordained Biſhps, &c. Nor 
is it ſtrange that this courſe of Imparity ſhould have continued ſo long downward. For the 
Reaſon of it ( Neceflity ) after the firſt Century, has deſcended, in moſt places and times in 
which it's tolerably accountable ; whence Parity revived with Liberty of Circumſtances : tho its 
Catholick Eſtabliſhment over the whole true Church, cannot be expected, till the Spirit of pri- 
mitive Chriſtianity concur with the outward Peace of the latter d>ys, propheſied in Rev, 21. 
Thus the Jewifh Laws about their Conftitution, were moſtly conceived for their ordinary State, 


{ as they might and ought to be ] tho their ſins procured moſt of their times, cx accident, to be 


Calamitous: leaving what might be neceſſary in ſome Exigences of their Wilderneſs - ſtate. Diſ. 
perfions, or Oppteſſions, to the known Rules (of neceſſity) which needed no poſitive Deter- 
mination. If after all you ask, how do 1 prove that the Reaſon of primitive Imparity was (the 
exception of Neceſſity ) and not rather, its having been the Scriptural Rule, I Anſwer, 1. Be. 
caule Parity is proven to be the Rule, by the preſent deduction, and the further concluding Evi» 
dences, after adduced. And therefore Imparity can only be the Exception, in other times and 


Circumſtances. But ia the mean time, to give you ſome ſatisfaQtion herein. 2. This needs not 


be proven, Becauſe the onus probandi lying on the Affirmer of Imparity; when ho adduces the pra- 
Qice of Antiquity. it's enough for Parity (which needs only te ſtand on the Defenſive, ſince 
as a Negative of Imparity, it proves it ſelf) to anſwer and elids the Evidence of a Rule brought 
from that practice, by ſaying ; that Pratice proves not a Rule: not only on the Grounds cleared 
by Stil: in his Irenicuw (that legibus non exemplis eff judicandumz that in poynt of Right, Antiquity fails 
on ſeveral other Heads; and in fact, on this particular, the Teſtimony is not ſure; at the leaſt 
as to the Grand- of the Action, &.) Bur mainly in regard, that this primitive Imparity is 
aſrrivesble to an other Cauſe ( wiz. neceſſity of Circumſtances ) and therefore is no neceſſary proof, 
that it was uſed only becauſe it was conform ,to the Scriptural Rule of ordinary Church Go. 
verament. Eſpecially, conſidering that there are Counter Teſtimonies, that from the beginning it 
it wis notſo. Thus, is it aot ſufficient to Anſwer, for the neglecting Circumcifion: and the 
Paſſover in the Wilderneſs ( againſt the general Rule) that neceſſity of their Circumſtances did 
occalionir? Or, when Applications to Reme made by the Circumyacent Churches; are adduced 
r proving the Pe Supremacy ; is it not a good Exception, that this was only on the 0ccafional 
account of the Church of Reme's Orthodoxy at the time, and the Civil reſpe& payed to the firſt 
Patriarch in the Metropeli; of the Empire? And what other Apelogie than Neceſiy, needs be 
made for David's cating the Shew-bread ; Our Saviour and His Apoſtles, taking Ears of other 
Mens Corn on the Sabbath; or their owning the Impoſed high Pricſts; which the Emperors had 
paumed upon the Jewiſh Conſtitution in their time? As in Civil Matters, there needs no other Proof 
of the Fatuous, recovering, his being free of hit Curators; or the Rewans of their D1@2tors;than that 
© Rule of their Liberty ſtarts up, how ſoon the ground of the reſtraints of that Spring is removed! 
and the Rule, egaicff * taking Arms, Oc. ſtands, without being infringed by the Pro- 
ccedings at, or ſince the Revolution; or others of the like kind before: theſe being aſeriveab/, 


to a menifeſt neceſſity. the great Legittimating Exception in matrer of all Goverments. But 
further, 3. That Neceſſity was the occaſion of the primitive prictice of Imparity, is poſitively 
ven z both ex re-ipſa, and by the Teffimenier of Writers who give account of the Reaſons of the 
Change from hc by thercunts. Thus, does not the Thing its ſelt ſpeak, that when mary cannot 
Execution of it being againſt them; It's neceſſary that they make a Dele» 
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ation to one, who, as to bis partienlar Acts, is not ſo much ſuſpected, or ſo eafily diſcovered ? 
ho can require another Proof, that the Extraordinary Omiſſions, or Commiſſions above - men- 
tioned, were aſcriveable to this Cauſe (the Exception of Neceſſity) without violating the 
Rule of their Ordinary Duty? Do not the Proofs, both Negative and poſitive ( hereafter hinted ) 
that Parity was the Original Settlement, beth by Scripture and Antiquity ; particularly, all the 
Antient. Pellimonics that at firſt, Biſhop and Presbiter was both one, & communi Prevbiterorum concilie 
Eccleſia gubctnabantur (by adaptation of the Synagegue-Government ) make out, that the Diſerimi- 
nation of them was only to ſerve a neceſſary turn? Yea further. Jerow: Epiphau, and Hilarier 
Teſt:monics (above adduced ) compleat the Evidence thereof: For after Jerem and Hillarie had 
purpoſly (and not by the by) fhewn that Parity obtained at firſt, Biſhop and Presbyter being 
an Ildentitie; comes in, the tote erbe decretum cf, & immutats eſt Ratio, that there ſhould be Bi- 
ſhops by Election, leſt each Presbyter, being Superviſed by no ſtated Government, (which the 
Reman Laws and Hiſtories prove, could not be had) ſheuld,. by drawing to himſelf, make a breach 
in the Church of CHRIST ; and thereby, there might be as many Schiſms as Priefts, &c. And Epipe 
han, Anſwering Ariv's Argument; that the Apoiiles Epiſtles were directed (only) to Biſhops and 
Deacons ; eſſigus the Reaſer to be, becauſe theſe ſufficed (at that time) for al nec:ſary Offices ; but 

where nceeſſiꝶ required it, Biſhops were Ordained, &c: | 


But, when the times of Reformation came: at firſt, the Waldenſes 
had no Biſhops, in the Eccleſiaſtical Stile and Senſe of midle Anti- 
aguity, And, thereafter ſuch Proteſtant Churches as could obtain 
Kerr Choiſe ; returned to primitive Partity (thus the French, Scots, 
ſeveral places of the Empire, the Dutch, Switzers, Genev, &c, ) 
and other Churches who could not get the full length, ſubſiſted in a 
mixt Superintendencie (as Denmark, Saxonie, Brandenberg, Palatinat, 
Heſs, Bobem, &c,) Let ſtill without diſproveing ſuch as neceſſitie 
oblidged to retain Epiſcopacie: particularlie, the Church of 
England, where a good Deſign of gaining in the Papiſts, mainly, 
continued it, at firft: & thereafter ( though hopes hereof ceaſed ) it 
became fo rwifed with the Civil Cenflitution; that without a 
convulſion of this, that cannot be changed f . And as to! u. Befdes 


Scotland : however neceſſity of want of Mini fers, and the like, did — 9 = Tug 


oblidge for a while to uſe he eee ere in Ecleſia Conſtituends, and the frure 


as ſuppletory of the fewneſs of Presbiteries 2 yet that neceſſity being of the Anta- 


over, a cempleat Presbitrie was eſtabliſhed by Church and State in che uch. as 


termes of the Act 1592; It having been alſo our Original Gevern- an 
went at our firſt Reformation co Chriſtianity. And any Incroach- ſplendid vi- 


ments n. made on it in the view of K. J.6. 1 England gour: as the 


C his Succeflion whereto wanted not Proſpect of Difficulty ) and 2 | 


and thereafter ; have been. 1. Without any veel neceſſity. 2. , both 
Without a free | and fall Aſemblics Fudging thereof. And there- at Home and 


Abroad, is 


not a little quelled by occafion of the Greatneſs of their Benefices, which not only puts 


themſelves beyond 7:mp:ie:ion, bur like ways afford's arcommedation for learned Wairks; that are 
Bulwarks againſt Popery, and generally fences of Chiffiunity. | 
11 t. It's necdleſs to diſcuſs, more minurely, what obtained at our Reformation: For it 
may be a Key to the whole, That t. We were Reformed by Preibyters (as the Claim ef Right re- 
lates} whenee the Denyal of Superiority ot B:\h« ps, proves it ſelf ; fince that can never be In- 
ſtructed. For 2. When the Poviſt Hierarchie fell, the Br ſhops, as well as Abos, Priers, &c. 
ſet up for a legal Aaminiſiration of the Bencfices (and perhaps for dil:pidating the remeinder of 
them; by the I ſo called] Tulchan- R ſbop-, &c.) were, as ſuch, onlv ſecular Titulars, Which is no 
proof of a Spiritual Power. My Lord Star's Inſticut. L'b 2. Tit. 8. N. 16, Craig de Feud, Ofc. 310. 
any Countenance from pack: fſemblies, was no more evidence of the Scnie of this C ureh; rt en 
the [alien Council of Trent was, of Chriſtianity, Which is fu!'v Demonſtraced by ſeveral, both, 
Hiſtorians and Polemick Writers. C2 fore 


( 12 ) 
fore, 3. The late Reſtitutien of Presbytrie ( that was confirmed 
| in the Parliament 1650. Which Parliament was never ſpecially 
> Reſcinded after the Reſtoration; as Epiſcopacie in 1662, was not 
Eſtabliſhed by Eccle/iaftical Authority ) is no more than an emergeing 
, of it quaſ jure poſtliminii. | | 

| There remains 4 Things to be cleared, for applying the Import 
Tranſitien of what preceeds; Namely, 1. On what Grounds Pariiy was, 
— wn and is the Rule. 2. For what Reaſons Neceſſity made, and makes 
7 Probf. Imparity to be a lauful Exception. And thence, 3. That Imparity 

antient or modern, makes no Argument for it with us, And 
The Corrolaries which follow from the Premiſſes, for ſopiting our 
_ needleſs Differences, | 


Prelimi- As to the firf. It will conduce thereunto, to have a Right and 


naries, for diſtin Idea of the nature of Eccfeſiaſtick Government. The Main 


mubng ei of which, is, That Miniſters, Elders, and Deacons, ſerve all the 


Parity is the ends of Officers in a Church, namely, Teaching, Ruling, Charity: in 


Rule : from all which, it Acts by Direction; and not by Impoſition, like the 


the nature of Civil Powers. Or if we muſt take Illuſtrations from tkeſe; Mini- 
Church-Go- 


vernment, in 


or a Colledge of Phyſuians, their Temporary Preſident; the Incorpo- 
ration always exercing the chief Powers of Adminiſtration. | 
And if we Contract our Thoughts to Ordivation and Juriſdiction, 
about which only the Debate lyes (for it's owned that all Miniſters 
have eg Power in Preaching, and Adminiſtrating the Sacraments) 
do net many Eyes ſee more than one, into the knowledge, and 
practice, either ef, Candidate, Miniſter, or private Chriſtian; who is 
to be tryed in an Eccleſiaſtical Judicature? Is it not more Con- 
gruous, that a Perſon ſhould be «ſumed in to @ Society by the Mem- 
bers of it, C viz. Into the Church diffuſive upon Election of his 


* 


* 


„People, and the Church Repreſentative by Ordination of bis Co- 
Tho this presbyters) then impoſed upon it by a Patron or Biſhop * : and 


be the moſt © 

natural and ; | a | 
congruous cenveyance from GOD, of Chureb per: yet the wicked Tenet againſt Ordisetions of 
either ſide (which is ſo induſtriouſly fomented by Papiſt's, or the weak, of theſe popitbly af- 
feed) is ridiculous. For, GOD, who is the Funtain of that Divine Right, convoyes it by the 
Channel of, and from, the Fathers of Families, ſo far as they have it; and the reme:nder, of, and from 
the Presbitry, who have already Participation in it; not only for themſelves, but with Power ro 
continue a Miniſtry. Or, if neceſſity has lodged it farther from the Head; it's ſtill rhe ſame Right, 
and may be handed forward by the Biſhop, or Church Hrtual, at leaſt with Humelegatien of the Church 


aiffuſrve and Repreſentative, As the power of a Perſon ſurrogate in publick Truſt, cither by a - 


7own-Council, or Proveft; is, meaiately, from the Prince who erected them wich that Faculty; tho 
derrvd through ſevere! Conduiti; See Claud i Defence of the Reformation, | 


: \ | that 


ſters are no more than a Society of Gofpel-Reraulds to Proclaim - 
the genuin the Chriftien Jubile, and Ad of Indemnity : and therefore need no 
views of it. more then, as a Faculty of Lawyers, to choiſe their annual Dean; 
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| (13) 
that they who have the diſpenſing of Ordinances, ſhould rather he 
the Judges of debaring from chem by Excommunication, and Re- 
admitting to them on Repentance ; than he who has no immediate 
Relation to, and cannot poſſibly have perſonal knowledge of, that 
Flock? Whether is impartiality more to be expected from one, who 
being ftill a Man, is ſubje& to impreſſion of Frowns and Fawnings 


from the Great; Importunity, Relation, Reſentment, &c. in 


private views: Or a Cor:/ijtory of Men who can riſe no higber ; and 
the byaſs of one or more is balanced by the ſtreight Integrity of a 
Majority of others? Further, the Power of the Church is not Tem- 
poral, about che outward Man, qua Man; which is indeed beſt ex- 
plicat by Monarchie ( as requi:ing Secreffe, expedition, and force) 
but Spiritual. for Inſtructing and perſwadi:.g the Souls of Men as 
Chrifttans, Inſtituting and Deſtituting ſuch as are to have the Cure 
of Souls; in an open, gradual, and conſenſual manner: to which 
the knowledge dom, & we ig ht, of many joy ned together, is requiſite.It's 
not abſolute and ſtatutory, which can make a Thing to be Law that 
was not ſo before: where ene, or a few, in Supream Govern- 


ment cannot do wrong for defect of Power, fo far as Conſent bas Com- 


municat it: but it's Limited to a Rule, and is only Misiſterial 
in the Execution thereof, where Errours by the very going beyond 
that Power, are Eternally wortal ; againſt which Hazard, in 2 


: multitude of Counſellors { Determining either about themſelves, or 


their Flocks) there is Safety. It's not exerced by Authoritative Com- 
mands of will, at a diſtance upon Perſons, never perhaps ſeen, or 
heard by the Injoyner ; where one may exert his Office towards 
Millions: But all the Functions of, the Miniſtry imply in their very 
Nature, Perſonal immediate application; of the Doctor, to his Diſ- 
ciples, of the Steward to his Family, of the Guide to his Followers, 
of the Cenſor to the Reprehended, of the Comforter to the Dejected, 
of the £xaminarer to the Intrant, and of the Judge to the Party &c. 
Finally, it's not in the caſe of GOD's commen Government of the 
World by Magiſtrats, the Forms of which is left to the Ordinance of 
Man, and needs that Frame which is beſt for Worldly buſineſs : but 
CHRIST as Mediater, being the only King of his Church, irs the 
Horour of His Omniicience and Omnipotence, to be able to Go- 
vern them by His Word and Spirit, without the moft promiſing of 
humane Devices ; by ſimple injoyning, that the Spirirs of the Pro- 


phets be ſubject to the Prophets: that being all z * which the GOD * 
of Order thought Needful for eviting Canfiſſon in this cafe : His aſſu- EL 


r Cor. 14. 
33. 
ere the 


rance of being with them, elpecially where two or three are met to- Matte: 11050 
gether, to the end of the World, being more than Sufficient for ſupplying ed, is of arr, 


any other ſeeming cxternal Defect, | 
D Nor 


| [242 

Nor is this Ariſtocracie in the Church leſs confiſtent with Moenar- 

chie in the State, than with any other temporal Government. For 

the Eccleſiaſtick Power has a different Object (the Soul) a diſtinct 

manner of procedure ( without force) the Members of it as 
Liege-men, are ſubject to the Magiſtrate (who can protect the 

FEſpeei il. Peace, when they go beyond their Line) the * Jewiſh, or * Primi- 
ly, under the tive Form of Eccleſiaſtick Government, never changed with the 
Judges, their Civil Conſtitution; And the Proteſtant Church in France, as alſo 
3 eee our late Exnsrience in Scotland, does evidence a very Leyil Cor ſi ten- 
tick oe the As a further Illuſtration whereof, it may be conſidered, that 
RemenEmpire the Matters treated of in Eccleiiiſtick Judicatures, are not ſo pro- 
which a low. perly de meo & two, berwixt Man and Aan; as of common Concerns 


1 of the moral Government of Chriſtians qua ſuch ; And publick «ffairs 


Juriſdi& on tho ſecular, are exped in an Ariſt.cratical Manner, even in Mo- 


in their San- narchies: Thus, the commen buſiueſs of the Kingdom in general, are 
bedrims, Syna- concluded in Parliaments; of the Royal Burrows in their Conven- 
Sve. Sec. as tions; of particular Burghs by Town councils ; Of Shires by their 


e Commiſſioners of Supply, who are Juſtices of the Peace, &c. 


tle, that wiſe Without any Fealouſie to the Prince, or confuſion from the Numbers 


State thoug o that make up theſe Meetings. As the Unity“ of the Church of Scot- 


it If ie, 1 1 * 
* ha 4 to n. land, of old for many years, is ſet furth in the Preface to the Cor- 


h bite that pus Confeſsionum: And Ruling Elders are an Excellent Allay to what 


liberty ; Or might be moſt feared: And there was never a Church of more Un- 


the like Free: animity among themſelves, or Fidelity to their Soveraign, than they 


Cots tie {hare proved liace the Revolution. 


Feſt: Appears ES : ; 
by many Paſſuges in the Goſpelr and Afr; ingeniouſly explained by Mr. Marvel in his Hiſt. 


Eſſay on Councils, &' And after, the Empire turned Tyranical ; yet Councils were fre- 
qu atly held, before Couflantine. For two unſubordinate Powers are not abſurd when they 


have different formal Ovjefs ; as Pilate himſelf feared not the dethroning of Ceſar (bur the Ca. 


lumnics of the Jews) by our Saviour's King ſhip, net of thr World, In a word, Religion and 
what relates to ity is to be the ſame every-whete; as regarding One GOD: Wherea Policies 
muſt differ, as calculated for the different Intereſts. or I'clinations, of Min. Beſides, that 
Chorci Matters are Spiritual, and thereby ly further out of the road of Mens Mi than Affairs 
of Stat: Whence it's not ſtrange that our Ail-ſceing LORD has pre det:rmined them. 
Mae infrs, The Grounds of tolving Obje&ions, in favours ef Epiicopacy, as to this. 


The dire By this time you may think that Parity is Congruous and defireable 
N. chat ene enough in it ſelf, as ſerving well che Great Ends of ſuch kind of Go- 
Tones c vernment: But ſtill deſiderate Proof, that, de fatto, it is the Rule by 
miſtaken; but Divine Right, Which, therefore, I thus demonſtrate. | 

ands as a» | 

| —: nap Which part being largely treated on by others, the moſt to be expected here, is only 
References thereunto ; Elpecially as to the anſwering quibling ObjeFions. | ins, 


The Nga. I. Becauſe, the Inſtitution of Paffer: being confeſſedly Divine; 
nr of and cheir joyning together in Council, fo as the Spirits of the Pro. 
ak kick, it will Pbets be ſubject to the Prophets, being invincibiy proven by Scripture, 


Reaſon - 


K 2 44 "IP "Py e 
| | 
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Reaſon, and Antiquity ; againſt Independents : Paritie among theſe not, yea cans 


Pa ſtors, as a Negative oi Inparity, proves its ſelf. Eſpecially ſeing — 


it's fo adapted to che Nature of che Thing, and Deſigu of Eccleſia- any of com- 
flick Government; In manner above repreſented. Which Negative mon ſenſe, 


Argument is fu:ther fo:tificd, by the Scriptures Silence in theſe who knows 


places; where, it Imparitie of ordinary Officers had been deſigned, a 


ic had certainly been expreſt: Nam id agebatur, as Lawyers ſpeak. gumentation; 
Thus, when the Apoſtles ordained F ders in every Church, As that this may. 
14. 23. They lefit hem in that Paritie. Timothie is charged to cem- ver of proof is 
mit Conly I the things be had beard ef Paul to Fairbful Men, &c. And fancludent. 


| ; : 4 For, as i 
Titus to ſettle the Churches, and ordain Presbyters in every City, 2 Tim, 2. Law; 3 


2. Titus 1. 5. Without ordering to leave any Superiority of one neganiis per re- 


above another. There was only Presbyters in Miletus, Overſeers, _— naturam 
(or Biſhops,) of the Flock: And a Superiority of any one was nor 91 * fm 


profitable to them, elſe Paul had not Reeped it back from them, Ad, affirmanti, ins 
20. 17. 20,28. And it appears not that the ordinary Government cumbrr proba- 
was left otherways in any Plantations (tho the Times, Places, and“: So, in Pi. 


Perſons, were different) made by the Apoſtles or Evangeliſts *. — 1 th 


. added to the 
Law and Teftimony, that is not proven to be in it ſelf; otherways it is the vain cmmanaments of 
men. And as in the Nature of che Thing, Liberty needs no Proof; but the Alledger of Reſtraint or 
Conſtraint of it, muſt inſtru& his Claime: So, by Induction and Aualogie, What neceflity is 
there to one ſued for a ave, to plead any more, than I deny your Title? Can any be allowed 
to uſurp a Superivr Magiſtracie over conſtituted Judicatures, without producing his Vouchers from 
the King and Law; the only Fountains of allowable Juriſdiction? Is it not enough to tell the 
Pope, we're not bound to own you as Peters Succeſſor, becauſe you do nt prove; not enly, 
that he, himſelf, had a Primacie; Bur likeways 1. That CHRIST's Law appoints him to 
have an infallible Succefſor therein. 2. That the Biſhop of your See, is the Perſon, . But Mi. 
niſtets (wh. ſe Right over their ſeveral Flocks is undoubtzd; and the Right of the Majority in 
Pre:bytries. &c. equally clear) have the ſame Negative Def-nce againſt the Superiority of B. ſhops. 


The Eff-& of which Ground, is, that, the Divine Rigs of Parity is preven, thereby; unleſs an 


unt xceptionable Proof be adduced, of the Super adiiition of Imparity, But none ſuch can be pre- 
tended : Becauſe whatſoever is obv'oufly afcriveavle to another Senſe or Cauſe; is no neceſſary 
Evidence of a Divine Wertand And ſo it is that the Texts of Scriprure uſed for Superiority 2» 


mong ordinary Paſto:s; can and do receive an other moſt accommodat Interpretation: As 


the Citations from Antiquity, are imputible to a pls in diſtinct Occaſion and Fundatien; particulars 
ly, Necsffty (which may be ſeen in the Authors before, and after, cited) wuence Parity ſtands 
its Ground, againſt ſuch Attacks. | 
ee further Evidence, in ell the Teſtimonies throughout the Margins. 


* 


2. Divines have, further, given Poſitive Proof thereof, from - The Pat 


Scripture, Reaſon, and firſt Antiquity. Eſpecially, the Apoſtics, Spes 


committed the Ordination of Miniſters to che Presbytry, 1 Zim. Antiquity, & - 


4. 14, And the Cenſures of the Church, and Relaxation cherefrom Aualogic.. 
to a Communitie, 1 Corinth, 5, 2 Corinth, 2. ond the Church. met 

together, made Decrees, Acts 15, Yet the fir/t Paſtor bring Preſident, 

came, before the date of the Rev: ts be called by Emincncie, the 
Angel of that Church; but without Superioricy of Power above o- 

thers (for R-wel. 2.24, They are ſpoke to. in the Plural Number? 

And ſubſequent Eccleſiaſtical Writters, in giving a Catalogue. of 

the Succeſ5ion in Churches, did give the name of Biſhop to the chief 

wh 5 D 2 Paſtor; 


15 

by Eccleſiaſtick Conſtitution; but even Upward, when his Power 

was no more than his Brethrens, according to the Stile of their 
4% The own Times: *p. The ſame way as, tho the Atbenian Epbori were 
Name tho ſtill equal in Power, yet the years of theCitie were computed only by the 
the ſame, yet Name of him who was Fr/t inſert in their Records. That this is the 
— may > true Caſe, is moſt manifeſt from Ad: 20. 28, Philip. 1. 1. I Tim, 
v7 Soo very 3. 2+ Titus 1-5, 7. loy ned to Ads. 17, 30. 21, 18. 14, 23. Titus 2, 
different, the 7. 1 The» 5. 12+ Heb. 13. 7, 17. with the Teſtimonies of Cyprian 
alterstien Fierom, Ambroſe, Ignatius &c. (which may be ſeen in Turreriy 3 
wieredf was del, Salmaſius, Stillingflect, jus Divinum Miniſterii, &c.) By Which 


tt⸗ken no- 4 f 
2 of by it's clear like Noen, that Biſhop and Presbyter was both one ar firſt ; 


theſe Au- and this is Analogous to what was Moral before the Goſpel, in 
thors ; be- the Deduction above narrated: Titus and Timethy being Evangeliſts, 


o h e a 
133 47. and it cannot be proves that they acted other ways, than, as 


incendment luch. 
being oaly to 1 5 "IE 
give a Succeſſion of Perſons in a Miniffry, who handed down the Apoſtolical Writtings and 
D-&rine; and not a Succeſſion of Power in theſe p:rſons. Thus where-ever the Papi#; find 
M. in Antiquity (where it ſignifies only the publick Service, ſo called from the diſmiſſion of 
the People after ir, with ite miſſs eſt) they argue fir the Sacrifice of their Altar, Sil: Ir: P 2. c. 6. 
5. 3. But Ang: Ep ff: 29 cl-ars the preſent Caſe, Secundum honorum vocabula que jam Eccleſiæ uſus 
obtinuit, Epiſcopatus Pre: biterio major eſt. | 

tq. Whether they were, or acted, as ſuch: or not: Yet they might not have aFed except in that 
Capacity: And the bare Capacity of the Truth of a Negative, deſtroys the Ney of the firms: 


ordained pro preſents Ecclefie las; its well obſerved, That the weakeſt being left at ho 0 

the Sp-il ; the Ableſt, like Commanders in an Army, not fertled in — — woo, 
dows, from this Company to that, to order them and draw tnem forth; And where they were 
they had indeed the Chief Authoricy among the Ordinary; but as Commanders of the Army, 
and not 2s Officers of the Troop. Stil. p. 2. c. 6. TI: only follows fiom thence, that ſuch — L 
riority is neither contrary to Niture, nor even ro Goſpel Inſtitution, when our LORD ſeeth 
cauſe, immediatly to appoint it, or perhaps in Neceſſity for a time- Bur it's a Diſparsiiito 
argue furcker from that inftance ; to a Power in men to do ſo, Ral; 40ſf to Still, 


3. This Negative and Poſitive Proof, is illuſtrat by the Impoſ bility 
of Impariry, through the Paſtors tranſmitting their Power to a 
| Biſhop. For as del-gatus non poteſt delegare, maxime ubi induſtria per- 
{| The Nega- ſonæ reſpicitur: So CHRIST hath given no || Warrand to Men to 
_ tive proves it diſpoſe of his Ordinances as they think ht: And Miniſters Power is 
ſelf. Efpeci- not a Licence only, but a Truſt of which they muſt give Account, 


88. and conſequently perform the Work remſelves. as they will be an- 


miſſions. are ſwerable ; All their Functions being Iudiviſible and Incommuni- 
more an; 1 cable. For. the Soul is too precious to be let out ar Intereſt upon 
toscceu p any Humane Security that does or may faill. As Cyp. Epiſt. 68, lays, 


hei d, - 2 5 
Girefted; Non cuiquam largiri poteſt humana indulgentia, ub: intircedit & le- 


without tak- gem tribuit Divina preſcriptio, Except in the Caſes exæcepted, which leads 


king our Own to the next two Points. 
way; the Mat. 


ter about which they are verſant is more weighty, and miſcarriage in it more dangerous; and 
there's a greater Ne rocleave ſerupulovſſy to his I junctions, than for Men's ſervants to their Ma- 
ſters. Except GOD (and not Men) give that Liberty by an exttaordinzry Providence of N. 
| c. ſſity. 


Paſtor; Not only from the time after his Power was Increaſed 


nve of a Propoſit ion: their acting ſimply as Biſhops Bur as to all theſe extraordinary Officers, 


d HO Karen 0e 


See woo 


generality of Chriſtians, Cc. N more cloſe on the pre- 


* 
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. eeſſity, Elſe wherefore might not Miniſters exclude themſeives alſo from the reſt of their Offic 
(Word or Sacraments) or Biſhops like ways delegat their own Power, till it landed in à Pope. 
All that preceeds is confifexe with, and not deregati ve from, the Effects of Neceſſij while it does 
ſtand, and after it ceaſeth. As to which, that miſtakes may be anticipat: There is a 4ifference 
betwixt neceſſity of Suffering, and neceſſity of Du'y, i. e. where, unleſsa thing be done, a Duty, not 
otherways perfermable, muſt be omitted. As alfo, the Effect of Neceſſity, as to De&rine and Wore 
ſbip, is diſtin& from irs Import as to Diſcipline and Governmens, tho preſcrived determinately, by 
GOD, as well as Doctrine and Worſhip : For it not being injoyn'd ia the ſame manner; (ſince 
the immediate Obje& of Doctrine and Worſhip is GOD fi elf, wha has ſimply ordered 
them; Whereas Diſcipline and Government are provided per aum medii of « kedge to Do- 
Qrine and Worſhip, to which they have immediate relation) The Meaw may be ſubject ro ſome 
Reſtraint, in Circumſtances, when otherways it can not attain that End. Thus Durban (of 
Scandal) puts ſo many Reſtrictions on Diſcipline, when by the neceſſity of Providences, it would 
not tend to Edification, but to deſtrution. And, as ro Government, S:illinzfleet's Iren. may prove 
at leaſt, ſo far, that (tho Government be not indifferent in it ſelf, yet) the Rule of it may be, 
and always has been, under Limitations of neceſſary Exigencies, in which the ſimple Canon it ſelf 
could not, poſſibly, attain its Effet, And this is not the doing of Evi! (but of Coed, becoming 
ſuch by the Law Natural and Divine, of receſi:y) chat Good ma come of it. The Judgement 
whereof, tho it belong to the Church, as having Intrinfick Pewer te preſervs it ſelf pure (which is 
nervouſly cleared in a late Book, on the Regale and Pest iſicat, &c) Yer, they, not being infallibi-, 
may Err both as to the Extent and Indurance, of the Cure of Neceſſity, above, and after, the Diſczi: : 
As depending on Humane Diſcernmeat of Facts, and alſo, on the Byaſs of Indlinstions, & 2. 
Whereas the Rule of Parity hath the advantage of a Divine Certainiy. Tho where there is a 3 
2 the Maxim may hold, Nrccſiras, quicquid corgir, defendit: Et impiſſibilium ner +2 
obligatis. | 


As tothe ſecond and third Heads, which are Co- incident ſo far as, The Effects 
that the fame Diſquiſitien and Inſtauces will clear both. When a or 
thing is conſtitute only by the Secondary Law of Nature or prfarive "hehe DG 
Divine Precept: Providence, by caſting into Circumſtances of Ne ter it ceaſeth. 
ceſſity, eo facto diſpences therewith ; When Acting is indiſpenſible. 
For, in ſuch a Caſe, holds the Exceprion, that Neceſſity has no Law. 
Yet, the Rule recurs how ſoen that Let of Neceſlity is over : Since 
an Exception confirms the Rule in Caſes not excepted; The Reaſon 
of the Law of Neceflity ceaſing, its Diſpoſition alſo is at an end; Et 
quod præter rationem juris introductum ef non eſt trabendum ad conſe- 
.quentias, The ſame way as the Laws of War obtain not in a State 
of Peace. | | 
Now, for the more clear Adaptation- of theſe Grounds, there 
may be diftinguifhed two kinds of Neceſſity : Namely, a neceflity of 
tne thivg it jelf : And a Neceſſity for Extraordinary perſons, ariſing 
from certain Exigencies of Things. Inſtances of the firſt ſort are 


obvious; in Alam's Sons, who muſt. have married his Daughters, 2 


there being then, none elſe: Our Saviour and his Diſciples took 
Ears of other mens Corn, (as David the Shew-bread') even on the 
Sabbath; When they had not other Food: The Iſraelites ſuperceeded 
both Circumciſion and the Paſchal>ſupper, in their Wilderneſs State, as 
the Paſſover was prorogate in Hezekiab's time, &. Of the ſecond 
ind, there wants not likeways Examples, even in Eccl:ſiaftical 
Matters: Thus the High Prieſti impoſed by the Roman Emperors were 


owned by CHRIST and his Diſtiples: As the Patriarebs in the 


Eaſt appointed by the Mabumetan Governments, are, among the 


ſent 
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ſent Purpoſe: The Neceflity of Apoſtles and Evangeliſts (particularly 
Titus and Timothy) ceaſed, how ſoon they bad planted Chriſtian 
Churches by Diſciplining Nations, and leaving Paſters over Congre- 
eations, therein; and finiſhing a Cans (the Scripture) of deing this, 
to ſerve in vice of them for ever; After which, & mortuis mandatariis, 
expiravit mandatum. The ſame way as, Curators to the Fatueus, 
are at an end, how ſoon the perſons intruſted to them can Act for 


Fo 0 themſelves by Revaleſcence to 4 right mind; Or. if the Truſtees . 


die before. The Fewiſh State had remained in an Ariftucracie 

(which, with them, was indeed a Theocracie) If after Meſes's De- 

ceaſe GOD had. not ſubſtituted Feſpua. The Romans took a Di&a- 

| ror, only for an Exigence: And their. Decemviri, for compiling 
ES their Twelve Tables of Laws, did endure no longer than that Work 
was done. And a Regent to a Kingdom in it's Princes's Non- age, 

or a Lieutennant made by him, for Command and Government in the 

time of War; Or a Commiſſianer to a Parliament for Legiſlation in 


the time of Peace: Are ns more; either by their own Deatbs, or after 


implement of the Occaſion for which they were ſent: After which 
the Adminiſtration remains divided among the Ordinary Officers of 
the Conſtitution; tho when the Extraordinary ſtood, they exerced 
theſe fame Functions; But that Faculty as agregate in them expired 
with them, or with the Occaſion. of it. 
I need not trouble a Perſon of your diſcernment with Application. 
Only, I know you underſtand better then, when ſome ſmall Di. 
parities occur, not to conſider, that all Similies, generally, do clau- 
dicate; And it's enough that they aggree with the thing parallel'd in 
| the Grand Reaſon of both. | | 
Some cenſe- As to the fourth, It follows from what is premiſed, if candidly 
8 of underſtood, without Diſtortion; hat, ſince Parity is the Rule by 
e Scripture, Reaſon, and firſt Antiquity;Notwithſtanding Precedency, and 
which any Preſidency, on Age or Election, be of Apoſtolical Original: Yer 
who doubts Superiority of Power is not ſozas not proven, yea the Contrary, is aſtructed: 
|» ao ofa whereby, it was no more than Neceſſity that introduced Imparity, ſo 
Hires in the early in the Primitive Church, and, juſtifiably, continued it in 
premiſedReas. others. - DS 7 
ſoning, to Whence it is conſequent; 1. That Men of any Capacity or 


nay gp Means, may determine themſelves as to Church Government. 


be fully ſatis. For what can be more Clear, than that Parity muſt be the Rule? 


fied by read · Since it proves it ſelf, and is further approven as above; and all addu- 
ing the Aus ceq for Imparity is aſcrivable to its being the Exception, in the Caſs 
3 of Neceſsity: And therefore no neceſſary Proof of more. Particulary 
2. It is in vain to adduce for it, Antiquity : Becauſe, afcer it began, 
it obtained/o long as tolerable, out of Neceſsity.. Yea 3. The Cata- 

logues of Biſhops in ſome Seats even upward to Apaſtolick times, 

import nothing: For, the ſame name was continued to the thing in- 

creaſed (from . ſimple - Precedency and Preſidency, to a Su eriority of 


Power) nor need Men vex themſelves about the preciſe Period of 
the Commencement, or degrees. of the growth, of the Change; 


ſince 
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ſince that doth not alter the main Caſe; For /o much is ſtill viſible in” 
the very Face of the Thing, and Teſtimonies thereanent, as founds 
a plain determining ground cf it; Namely, Neceſsity. Hence 4. The 
Objection, Where was Presbytry for enetheuſand five hundred years? Is 
like the PopiſhQueſtion,Y/here was your Religion before Luther? And the 
ſameAnſwer ſerves both,viz: It was in the Scriptures, & firſt Antiquity 
not only of the Catholick, but diverſe particular Churches; And ſeverals » 
good up for it,thereafter, before the more general Reformation. Tho D _— | 
with this Diference,that Corruption did, inexcuſably, alter the De Sine, BY . ere 
or Worſhip : Whereas Neceſsi!y (in many times and places) might fhat Aru, 
legitimat reſfraint of Diſcipline, er addition to the Government. Whence , condem- 
5. How abſurd are wreſted Citations from the Ancients, adduced Th 2 = 
by ſome Fire brands of both Parties, for voiding one anothers Mi- and — 
»iffry ? Groſly applying what Eccle/iaſtick Canons appointed (only) ters; but net 
in ſome Places, Times, and Occaſions; to others, quite diſtinck. Than _ holding 
which there could not be a more ſupine Ignorance, or diſingenucus — 2 
deluſion. 6. Tne Example of other Churches, ſince the Referma- ty; and that 
tion, is no more than the Civil Laws of Italy, to Scotland, where Jerem, Auæn- 
their Specialities do not obtain; Particularly, Neceſsity. Yea 5. Not e Sedultur, 
only is there uo weceſsity, or Ecclefiaſtick Fudgement of it, for Impari- Chriſoflen Ties 
ty here: But likeways, on the contrary, there are many neceſsities ederet, Fenmes 
fr. Juris & fadti (obvious to any who knows our Conſtitution, %, Theephy- 
and Circumſtances) againſt it. So that the preſent Church Eſtab- _ ase of 
liſhment is founded in the Rule of Parity, and alſo ſecured by the CS 
Reaſon of the Exception; Neceſ5ity: Both, happily, concurring to its &vrins in this. 
Perpetuiiy. Eſpecially conſidering, That 8. We hereby, neither 1, Thusas 
reflect on, nor impugn, the Gorſtitutions of ether Churches, who may on 228 
have Singularities, from which ours is freed: And to which Di,. ig au fun, 
crimination, may be aſerived (with ſome Allowances, for Accom- in our Civil 
modation) what's material in ſome broad Afertions of paſſable Wri- Conſtiturion, | 


. _ . the Claim of 
ters, who may ſeem, either to go too far of a/ide; or being on the Rake} fo. 


one, ſpeak honeurably of the other. Nor 9. Can the Miſapplication bath our 8 


of General Rules, for Decency and Order, or againſt Diviſians and Fa teſtant M- 
ctions, be opponed to this our Settlement: Becauſe, as CHRIST's h ler. 
Order can not be undecent, in the Caſe of Liberty, no more than 5 ä 
that of Neceſsity: So if the Matter be g. ſtated of eld, Imparity had ide, | 
Diviſions both Civil and Eccleſiaſtick, equal, at leaſt, to Parity: Meeting of 


And, if of late, no Church can outweigh ours, in true Chriſtian U- — * . 
| arliaments, 


nity, and unſhaken Lojalry, | which ſtand 
eſtabl ſhed 


Free of the Byaſs of Biſhops; our Lads, that, thereby, have come to hold of the Crown; Our 


Right to call our own Miniſters (which is a National Ju quæſſtum) our Intereſt in our Tiends, by 
Sale or Valuation; the Pious Donations which have been made of ſeme of the Biſhops Reves © 
nues, &c. The keeping out of Perſecution in the Church, and D/ftarbance inthe State (for Pres- 
byterians, here, cannot, in Conſcience, comply with Epiſcopacy; tho we have ſeen the orher * 
ſubmit to Presbytry) And Laſtly, That a Churches Government, eſpecially when revived te 
its Primitive Parity, and likeways conſtitute by Eccleſiaſlick Aut herity of lawful General Aſem- 
blies; can not be deffitute otherways, Cc. are invincible Bars to it, with us. But you may, per- 
baps, deſire ſome: further Hint of what ir plainly owned in this current Parlament; Name» 
* 


17, 


1y, 


„„. | 
that what the Meeting of Eſtates 1689, claimed as National Right, is unalterable ; Particularly, 
the Excluſion of Epiſcopacy. One Ground hereof, was thought to be, that the States thus ex. 
graordinarly met, had fingular powers, beyond what has been, or, readily, can be hereafter: 
For the Regal Right was conſolidate, with the Netional Right of ſaving it ſelf. In vertue of which 
ſoynt powers, they (after remaining ſome time free) revived the ancient ordinary Gevernment, 


with that quality, How ſuch Power came to be ſtated in a Meeting not called according to the 
common Rules; I muſt remit you to what was then wrote: Particularly, the Dialogue 
betwixt Civicus, Demar, and Aulicur, and the Loyalifls Reaſons, &c. which is ſaid to 


come to this, wiz, by the Abdication or Forefeiture incurred by the Regnant Prince, 


through the aſſuming 4 new Power, above Law; .Everſeue of his old Power, according to Law - 
the Regal Right immediatly & ipſo jure fell to the next Succeſſor then extant, at the date of the 
ſigned Proclamations, Which natural Claim ( exiſting de jure as aforeſaid, tho undeclared de 
fact) was fortified, by a cengueſi (not of the Kingdom, but) of avy Title that remained in the King; 


by a Prince not under the perſonal rye of a Subject, who has not jus belli. And the Succeſſor, by 
her Husband jare mariti, who had thi Regal Right thus fortified, having called, and lefe the Eſtates 


to vote themſelves free: It's affirmed to be obvious what Extraordinary Powers they had, both In- 
rrinfich to themſelves, and Adventitious from the Soveraignity. The full like whereof can never oc- 
cur again, without the ſame Specialities, for which I hope there fhall never be occaſien, but we 
reſt happy and ſafe, under the Royal Froteſtant Line of our Natural Soveraigns- 

b. Thus Mr. Marvel in his Hiſtorical Eſſay on Councils, &c. gives Account from Authentick 
Teſtimonies, what ſcandalous Diviſions and Iutriguet, out of Envy and Ambition, were among 


the Biſhops; even thoſe who came to the Council of Nice: So farr, that wiſe Cenſtantine, aſhamed 


of their mutual accuſations, did burn them all, without cognoſcing either. What Reciprocal 


- Brigues and Perſecutions, in the ſubſequent Interchanges of Arian and Ort hoden Biſhops, How ma- 
ny different Opinions, and frequently Schiſms thereon ; have been ſtarted on being diſappoin- 


ted of Biſhopricks, or larger Sees. How have they ed, even in. Srate-Matrers, through the Hi- 
ſtories of Germany, Frante, Italy, Polland, &c. And were Guelphs and Gibellins as well as others. And 


(not to ſpeak of Exgland) How doth Biſhop Guthry.11 his Memoirs, deſctive the young hot headed 


PrelatesDiſſention from, and Overtopping of, the od experienced Biſhops 3 both about the Liturgy, 
and Preferments of State; to be a main cauſe of the Diſſaſter which fell on them in the late 
Civil War? Tho it muſt be owned that Prerbyters alſo have ſometimes deborded: But with a 

reat Difference. For t. They, ſo farr, added againſt their Principles, not to immix in ſecular 


' Buſineſs; So that, by the unhappy Iaducements of Strate- Actors, in recling times, (when perhaps 


neither the Point of Right nor Feit was ſo we. ] underſtood as now) it was uinum perſone, non ei 


And therefore manes: uſus tollat ur abuſus of that Conſtitution; which may be the more Eaſo, be- 


cauſe, ſuppoſing bot hs natural affectiens to be equal, yet thoſe in Parity, are more ballanced, than in 


Prelacy. For 2. They have leſs temptatien : Seeing they cannot be promotted Higher, or come 


to Civil Offices by the ſerularFavour of Court or Country. And 3. It's not ſo practicable, to pervert 
in Judgement, or bribe by Intereſt, many, as a few: And 4. Being made Wiſer by Experience, 
they can have no ProſpeQ, except the Grod of Souls, by which like ways they ſave their own, as late 
Experience has evidenced. And 5. If the Topick of the preſent Age [ Iutere] hold, it's a con- 
firmatory Enſurance hereof: Since, as if the Intereſt of CHRIST did not move Miniſters more 
than their own, they would yield to Worldly Advantage;ſo there can be no ſuſpicion of their ven- 
turing the Little which they lawfully retain, without inevitable neceſſity from Conſcience. 


But 6.; The greateſt Ground of Aſſurance of all, is; That GOD will Direct, Protect, and Bleſs, 


His own Ordinance. Neither will the pretence, that Biſhops, with us, did take the Concurrency 
of Presbyters; enervat the Scope of what is advanced. Becauſe 1. Whatever is wore tlinn a ferns 
ple Prefident (i. e. whom Presbyters choiſe, and ſuch as cannot hinder them to act; But, on the con- 
trary, they can proceed without, and againft him) is everſove of the Rule, the Divine Right of Pa: 
ritie: Where the Exc2ption does not take place, becauſe there is no Neceſſity, Eccleſiaſtically judged, | 
with us; tho it may be otherways elſe- where. 2. That Paliating Remedy of a Semblance to con- 
joyn both Govrrnments, was Eluſory of the Right Ends of true Eccleſiaſtical Government. For, 
the Biſhop might, as he pleaſed, have called or appointed only thoſe, who, he knew, would act 
like himſelf ; Whereby it was, in effect, all ove as if he had acted ſelitarlie, and thereby was loſt 
the Judgement of the Church, which can be diſcovered, truely, no otherways than by a tryal of the 
Majority, 3. Beſides this Super- eminent Power, its being thus inconſiſtent with, the Nature, 
and ObſtruQive of the Ends of Paritic ; in the ſpeculative view thereof: Experience has too well 
reſtified, what Thraldom that Conſtitution has brought on the Civil and Religious Intereſts of the 
Nation : And that all Chins for binding up, proves but Weiches to, theſe Sempſen's: As is mas» 
x ED 9 l x ; | nifeſt 


nifeſt from their Hiſtory in King Jane the ſixtb, and Charles the firſt aud ſeconds Reigns] 


4. That which puts en end to further inquiry with , is, that any Superiority above Presbyteri; is 
not only altra leges (Divings) ſapire; but I Rkeways inconſiſtent with our Civil fundamental Law of 


the Revolution-bottom. And therefore there can never be admitted any compounding, as to this 
Matter, in Scotland; we being in & Caſe quite different from our Neighbours ; whoſe State is 
Sngularly Circumſtantiat. | 


Thus far have I ventured on your Patience; Which I hope your 
ordinary Geodweſs will excuſe ; from the Innocencie and Aim of the 


| Intention: Whatever be the Succeſs. As to which, tho perhaps we 


may differ in the Pertinency of ſome leſs material Premiſes; Yet I 


| have ſo great an Opinion of your Judgement; That, I am hopeful, 


we'll agree in the Concluſion : It being ordinary that many may 
centre in the ſame Vote; and yet never two of them, upon the 
ſame Grounds, Eſpecially, conſidering, in the firſt place, That the 
Plea of Neceſsity hath one excellent Property of an Healing Expedient ; 
Namely, That whatever Men's Opinion be, on which fide the Rule 
Kands; Neceſsity makes the Exception. In the wext place, As to the reſt, 
I know your Candor ſo well, that I fear not your catching at ſome 
AHaimed Fae, or Diſmembered Argument of Right ; Since a Picture. 
can never be judged of aright, either in a Fulſe Light, or by viewing 
the Pieces of it apart, or through tearing them aſunder. It being the 
ordinary mean peculiar Art of ſome Pæmpbhleteers, to ſet up a Puppet of 
their own Imagination, or perhaps Forgery; And then take the Plea- 
ſure, or vaunt in the Triumph, efthrowing it down; While, in 
the mean time, the True Argument which they pretend to impugn, 
ſtands untouched, In all Events, there ſhall be ne thing certain 5 
Namely, That no leſſer difſerences ſhall ever obſtruct my being, in o- 


ther Reſpeas, as much as any thing, 
SIR; 


Yours, &. 


wi 
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